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The "New" SAT: An Assessment, by Paul P
1) Math. Easier than before! (Just a bit). Will have to create and post solutions to a few "new" tests, taken from school year SAT booklet, and new "8 SAT" book.
a) Content.

i) Same material as before, despite claims of new "harder" algebra and geometry.

ii) No "quantitative comparison" questions. Should make test easier.

iii) Three sections, as before.

iv) One section has some non-mult choice Qs, as before. 

v) 14 fewer questions: 20, 18, and 8 Qs, instead of 25, 25, and 10.
vi) 5 fewer minutes: 25, 25, and 20, instead of 30, 30, and 15.

b) Overall conclusion: Expect it to be a little easier, because: Approximately the same material, but only without comparison Qs.

c) Impact on BCLS Curricula:
i) Basic Math classes and related content. No change, except proposal unrelated to "New" SAT content: Add SAT problems to each class:
(1) For each class of students, based on average SAT Assessment score, at end of the semester study the first 10 or so problems from the SAT Assessment.

(2) For each Chapter, have five or so problems assigned from pool of "old" SAT problems.

(3) Should we replace Math the Easy Way with one of the new SAT Math Workbooks?

ii) SAT Math class. No change. Just keep "doing" an SAT section, then reviewing and drilling over "hard" problems. Should we add as homework one of the new SAT Math workbooks?
iii) Additional "bridge" class between Basic Math and SAT Math? Only if there is enough "new" material. I don't think so. Need input from others who have taught SAT Math class: Boris, Latif, Ike. Should this class use one of the new SAT Math workbooks?
iv) Assessment Test / Final Exam. Additional Math Assessment Section (such as, the difficult probability problems)? Only if there is enough "new" material. Maybe. Need input from others who have taught SAT Math class: Boris, Latif, Ike.

2) Critical Reading. Replaces the old "Verbal" sections. Easier than before! (Just a bit). Will have to create and post solutions to a few "new" tests, taken from school year SAT booklet, and new "8 SAT" book. 
a) Content
i) Reading passages, as before.

ii) Sentence Completions, as before.

iii) New: Short Reading passages, replace analogies.

iv) 11 fewer questions: 24, 24, and 19 Qs, instead of 35, 30, and 13.

v) 5 fewer minutes: 25, 25, and 20, instead of 30, 30, and 15.

b) Overall conclusion: Expect it to be a little easier than old "Vocabulary" section because:

i) Students only have to learn two concepts, Reading Comp and Sentence Completions, because Short Passage reading is a variation of Long Passage reading. 

ii) Elimination of Analogies means less impact for Vocabulary. Vocab remains crucial, but fewer problems premised primarily on vocabulary. Vocab, though, remains vital, as primary to Sentence Completions, and primary to some Reading Qs, and secondary to many Reading Qs, as well as important to Essay Writing and Grammar Qs.
c) Impact on BCLS Curricula:

i) Vocab Class: As before, except general revamp (unrelated to "New" SAT material):

(1) Formalized test sets for each "Hot Words" Chapter.

(2) Rigid adherence by Coaches to a standard curricula, including Chapter Assessment Tests, and repeated Tests over completed chapters.
(3) Integration of SAT Sentence Completion problems from SAT.

(4) What is the Assessment Test / Final Exam for this class? 
(a) We have been using a set of Words from Hot Words, administered on the first day of class. 

(b) Should we add a set of SAT Sentence Completion problems? 
ii) Reading Comprehension Class: This would be a new class. 

(1) "Real" Reading Comp (non-SAT). What material to use for this? 

(a) Is there a book for this already, that contains passages and questions?

(b) Select our own reading passages and write our own questions? Short answer, mult choice, or both?
(2) SAT Reading Comp (Long and Short passages).

(a) What SAT Reading Comp workbook to use? Perhaps none needed, just teach the PR techniques?
(b) Use SAT Reading Comp Qs as Assessment, Final, and exercises. 

(3) Vocab: Adopt something similar to the Reading Requirement, where students are asked if they are testing themselves with material from website over Hot Words chapters? Or each week assign a Hot Words Chapter (or group of chapters) and test at start of each class, with little or no discussion of test results.  

iii) Assessment Test / Final Exam. 


(1) With all the new Verbal material, is there too much for a single test to cover? At Registration, should students pick either Math Assessment (same as before) vs. Verbal Assessment (vocab, Sentence Completions, Reading, Essay, and Grammar)?

(2) Should Reading Assessment include only SAT problems? Or non-SAT Reading instead? Or in addition?

3) Writing. The old optional "subject" test. Two sections: Essay (25 minutes) and Grammar mult-choice (25 minutes). 
a) Content.
i) Essay. 
(1) One essay.

(2) 25 minutes.

(3) Handwriting helps.

(4) ETS in "8 SAT" book and on its website publishes its grading matrix: 0 – 6 points. Very subjective. Hand-written essay gets scanned and distributed via internet to two "readers" who assign a score. Student gets average. If two scores differ by more than a certain a amount, a third Reader gets the essay and student gets average of two most similar scores.
(5) Readers assign score within about 2 minutes of starting the essay.

(6) Perfect score doesn't require perfect grammar or spelling, or outside information. Students merely must form a coherent statement and support it with outside information, including personal information or invented "facts", and logic, in a standard essay format (introduction, two or three supporting facts discussed in one paragraph each, and conclusion). A few "SAT words" helps, as does hand writing.
(7) How can WE grade this? For a fee can we get ETS to grade this for us? Seems that this is the case, but I haven't found the details.

ii) Grammar and usage.

(1) One section.
(2) 25 minutes.

(3) All mult choice questions.

(4) No spelling tricks.

(5) Three types of questions:

(a) Read a paragraph, with four words or groups of words underlined. Pick the item that renders the sentence grammatically incorrect, or pick "E" if the sentence is grammatically correct.

(b) Read a short paragraph with a sentence underlined. Then read the sentence re-written four different ways. Pick the sentence that is both correct and "most effective." Requires familiarity with grammar and general principals of "effective writing and good usage" (for example, use "parallel structure" when possible). 
(c) Read a longer paragraph, and answer questions about how to improve parts of the paragraph, using general principals of "effective writing and good usage."
b) Overall conclusion: Very difficult! Lots of new work for students and us! Poor writing is deeper and more widespread than math deficiencies among American students; the new material will expose this. Students can not "fake" writing experience or grammar knowledge. Students who have earned these distinctions will have a great chance to demonstrate evidence of their hard work; students who have not earned these distinctions WILL NOT BE ABLE TO FOOL THE TEST!
c) Impact on BCLS Curricula:
i) Grammar Class. New (revamp of previous offering)

(1) Reading and Vocab as prerequisites.

(2) Already taught once before, by Paul, using PR's "Grammar Smart" book, and SAT Grammar tests (old "subject" test) as in-class Assessment Test and Final Exam. Class demonstrated great improvement Take Assessment test on Session 1.Sessions 2 – 8: Cover Grammar Smart book, plus a few problems each session from SAT Assessment, until all problems covered by end of semester. Two or three in-class essays that never got graded, plus two or three assigned as homework that never got graded. Final Exam.

(3) Text book:

(a) PR's "Grammar Smart" as text? This offers "real" (non-SAT) Grammar and Usage information. Requires homework: students must read chapter and do exercises I the book prior to class discussion. However, students before showed improvement even if they didn't do homework. 
(b) What about the new text books devoted to the SAT writing test (Grammar/Usage is half of this)? Can we use one of these INSTEAD of Grammar Smart? Will students get enough real Grammar/Usage? Maybe. 
(4) Writing: No time for writing in this class! Or, very little writing; writing with focus on grammar and usage. 

(5) Assessment Test/ Final Exam: Use new SAT Grammar / Usage Test (from 8 SATs book).

(6) Structure: Roughly same as before. What textbook? What to do about essays for Grammar class? 

(7) Vocab: See "Reading Comp" item.

ii) Writing Class. New.

(1) Prerequisites: Vocab, Reading Comp, Grammar/Usage. 
(2) Essays only; no drama writing, which is necessary to write good application essays, and to write essays *about* dramas. Include this statement in the syllabus, along with suggestions for books to help write and understand drama.
(3) Focus on SAT essay. For strong students, this will polish their writing skills, and get them ready to blow out the SAT essay. For poor students (perhaps none will be *TOO* poor after Vocab, Reading, and Grammar classes!), they will actually have their writing elevate. 
(4) Can we get ETS to grade essays from "8 SAT" book? How much? How to submit? How fast is the turnaround? Submitting revised essays for the same question would be very helpful. This might have to be an expensive class!

(5) "Real" (non-SAT) writing. Is there time for any of this? What form will it take? Perhaps lie and say we will grade, but never grade, so they take the assignments seriously. What book to use? Trimble's "Conversations on the Lively Art of Writing"?
(6) Assessment Test / Final Exam: SAT Essays. Graded by ETS? Included in Verbal Assessment test? Or merely First class assessment?

(7) Vocab: See "Reading Comp" item.

4) Verbal overall

a) No need for "Verbal SAT" class. All SAT material handled in each specialized class. This makes our Verbal curricula different than our Math Curricula. However, even for the Math SAT class, students only tackle one math section at a time. We instruct them on their own to use the "8 SATs" book to administer entire 3-section math SATs to themselves under timed conditions. We'll do the same for the Verbal sections: after they take the Writing class, tell them to use the "8 SATs" book to take all the Verbal sections together on their own.
b) Verbal Assessment test:
i) Should we have one?

ii) Must students at Registration decide Math vs. Verbal assessment Test? Or take them both? I say: only one (unless we can get an automated grading machine).

iii) Content: 
(1) Vocab, set that we use now.

(2) Sentence Completions from one SAT Reading section?

(3) Reading Comp questions from the same SAT Reading section.

(4) Any "real" (non-SAT) Reading Comp questions?

(5) Grammar / Usage SAT section.

(6) Any "real" (non-SAT) Grammar/Usage assessment?

(7) Essay? SAT Essay? "Real" Essay? How to grade.

c) We are the first group to declare: Reading and Writing is HARDER THAN MATH AND SCIENCE, and the deficiencies in these areas are deeper and more widespread! We are the first to ask: Why do companies sponsor programs devoted to Math and Science, but not to Reading and Writing?
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